
                    Curriculum Meeting September 28, 2016 

In Attendance:  E. Margolin, D. Nus, J. Menashe, L. Kreisman, D. Sheflin, S. Preziosi, C. Abolafia, 

S. Braverman, N. Ogievetsky, L. Eisenberg, S. Chinnappala, M. Gates, I.Vilensky, F. Tenenbaum, 

C. Pritzker, N. Bogdanov 

 

Mr. Secaur greeted everyone and members introduced themselves. 

Minutes from May 2016 were accepted as read. 

Curriculum office Updates: 

1- Much work was done over the summer to prepare for the 2016-17 school year. 

2- SUPT Conference Day- August-PD- We moved away from administrator-directed to 

teacher-directed PD. Workshop model was the structure. Teachers chose which 

workshops they were interested in attending. 60+ workshops over three sessions were 

scheduled including grammar, technology and math. 

3- Ed Camp part 2 will be offered on Election Day. The focus is teacher-driven discussion on 

topics of concern and interest. 

a.  It was begun last March when everyone was given a Chrome Book. After 

learning how to use it, each participant added documents to Google Docs. 

Everything is in “Word” so that it could not be tracked in case any comments 

were made that should not be shared by all other teachers.  

b. Mr. Secaur was the “headliner” in an article in “Education Week” a nationally- 

known education newspaper, describing the Ed Camp initiative.  

c.  Other districts have a version of Ed Camp which is a voluntary event in those 

districts which is held on Saturdays. 

4- Data-related meetings are being held in the schools but need to be thoughtful and need 

to look at data in context. Action plans are created to address areas of concern. 

5- Opt-outs- It is hard to compare data within the district from year to year and between 

districts because of the number of opt-outs on standardized tests.  

6- Nassau BOCES houses a Data Warehouse. Once questions from the standardized exams 

are released they look at each item and ascertain how students in each district fared on 

various questions. This information is used by the districts to identify where changes in 

the curriculum may be warranted.  

7- ELA results- the data is flawed because of the number of opt- outs but we appear to 

have higher rates on the “proficiency” level than do other districts. 



a. Proficiency rate in math also appears to be higher than in other districts but are 

not as high as the ELA results in our district. We are looking at the math 

curriculum and resources in that regard. 

8- The district will decide in the spring which math program will be brought into the 

district. Two programs are being piloted now. 

9- With so many opt- outs it is hard to identify students who are struggling learners. We 

are using NWEA as a tool. This is not a timed test but an adaptive measure. Based on the 

number of questions a student gets right or wrong, the difficulty level of the questions is 

lowered or raised. 

a. The committee asked that parents be better informed about the NWEA early in 

the school year.  

b. The committee also asked if students can opt out of the NWEA. 

10- Cogat Test is used to screen students for the Discovery Program in elementary and 

middle school and is one of the criteria used to identify those who should go into the 

double accelerated math program in the middle school. Teacher recommendation is 

considered after the screening.  

a. Committee asked why there is no 7th grade math honors class. There are many 

issues to be considered. It will be addressed by the math committed together 

with other initiatives under consideration.  

b. The goal is that students have the opportunity to take advanced calculus in high 

school but very few double accelerated students do. 

11- The committee asked if keyboarding could be taught even in the younger grades. 

Suggested Topics for discussion at the Curriculum Committee meetings this school year: 

 Middle school- choice between earth science and living environment in 8th grade 

(KUDOS to the district which is receiving a state-side award for the environmental 

science program) 

 Math, including the new pilots 

 Instructional technology 

 Guidance- representatives from both the middle school and high school to discuss 

“impact decisions” for parents (E.g. middle school grades in earth science, foreign 

language, and algebra are added to high school transcripts) 

 Digital learning/digital testing- philosophies and what our district is doing in this area 

 Study skills (even in lower grades) 

 Social studies standards- many changes will be happening over the next few years.   

Global studies is a difficult subject for students who struggle in literacy.  



 Social emotional literacy initiatives- A new tool to monitor behaviors and address 

student needs is being rolled out currently. (Mr. Secaur oversees all Dignity Act 

issues) 

 Special education update 

12-HWPS is part of Tristate Consortium instead of Middle States for accreditation. Several 

districts bonded together to create its own consortium. Educators from the consortium 

rotate and visit other schools, carefully looking at and evaluating various programs- they 

meet with parents, teachers, students and administrators and give feedback. When our 

district had a science review, suggestions were made which we implemented and did better 

on the review the following year. The consortium will be coming to look at the special ed 

program in January. 

Upcoming meeting dates: Meetings begin at 9:30 a.m. in the WEC building. 

October 26 

Nov 30 

Jan 11 (breakfast is served) 

Feb 27  

March 22 

April 26 

May 31 (breakfast is served) 


